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Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program

Equipment Program Advisory Committee (EPAC)

June 27, 2014
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
DeVry University, 505 14th Street, Suite 100, Oakland, CA 94612

The Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program’s Equipment Program Advisory Committee (EPAC) held its monthly business meeting at DeVry University in Oakland, California.
EPAC Committee Members Present:
Mussie Gebre, Disabled Community, Deaf-Blind Seat
Jacqueline Jackson, Blind/Low-Vision Community Seat
Brent Jolley, Deaf Community Seat
Kevin Siemens, proxy for Brian Pease, Mobility Impaired Community Seat
Sylvia Stadmire, Senior Citizen Community Seat
Brian Winic, Hard of Hearing Community Seat
EPAC Committee Members Absent:
Brian Pease, Mobility Impaired Community Seat
Non-Voting Liaisons Absent:

Tyrone Chin, CPUC, Communications Division 
David Kehn, CCAF, Customer Contact Operations Manager

CCAF Staff Present:
Patsy Emerson, Committee Coordinator

Others Present:
Keith Bonchek, Deaf Seat Candidate, Interviewee
Kenneth Rothschild, Deaf Seat Candidate, Interviewee
After concluding their Joint Meeting with TADDAC at the DDTP’s Headquarters Office, EPAC relocated to DeVry University to hold their Business Meeting. 
Co-Chair Brian Winic opened the Meeting and the Committee discussed the order in which they would read the interview questions. 

Patsy Emerson informed the Committee that CCAF staff created a list of all the equipment in the Program with categories detailing information such as the type of disability or disabilities the equipment is intended to serve, the manufacturer, and the cost of the device. She passed out copies of the list to Committee members. 
2. Interviews of Candidates for the Deaf Community Representative seat

The Committee interviewed Deaf Seat Candidates, Keith Bonchek and Kenneth Rothschild.  The Committee took time to individually vote on the candidates after each interview, and Patsy tallied up the votes. 

3. Future Meetings/Off-site and Agendas
                                     



Regarding the Offsite Meeting that EPAC would like to hold in October of this year, Patsy reported that she has been working with Field Operations Department Manager for Northern California, Jennifer Minore and David Kehn, in order to find an appropriate underserved community in California that would be both a suitable and beneficial location for the Committee to hold a meeting. Patsy said that so far Yuba City—the largest city in Sutter County—is looking like the best option for the Committee, adding that the city has a large senior citizen population and the Program has received good results from the city when the Program has held outreach events in the area. She said that it also seems like there will be several venues, especially senior citizen centers, to possibly hold the meeting. She also mentioned the possibility of holding the meeting at the same time as a distribution event. The Committee took some time to discuss the least expensive ways they could travel to the city. 

Brent Jolley mentioned that he would still like to consider the city of Santa Rosa for a possible offsite location. Patsy said that Santa Rosa was decided against because the city is in the top 5 counties that the Program serves and so generating new customers as a result of the meeting would be unlikely.
1. Approval of minutes from the May 9, 2014 meeting and the Joint Meeting Minutes from April 25, 2014. 

Both minutes were approved without correction. 

3. Future Meetings/Off-site and Agendas (Continued...)

Motion: Brent Jolley moved that EPAC recommend Yuba City as the location for the EPAC Offsite in October 2014. The motion carried. 
2. Interviews of Candidates for the Deaf Community Representative seat (Continued...)

At this time, Patsy informed the Committees of the candidate’s scores. She reported that Kenneth Rothschild had a score of 102 and that Keith Bonchek had a score of 96.
Committee members took some time to discuss each candidate and considered the close score.  After several minutes of discussion, the Committee decided to table the decision until their September meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM. 

These minutes were prepared by Vanessa Flores.
