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 Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program

Equipment Program Advisory Committee (EPAC)

March 8, 2012
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program, Main Office

1333 Broadway St., Suite 500, Oakland, CA 94612

The Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program’s Equipment Program Advisory Committee (EPAC) held its monthly meeting at the DDTP Main Office in Oakland, California. 

EPAC Committee Members Present:

Anindya "Bapin" Bhattacharyya, Disabled Community, Deaf-Blind Seat

Loretta Moore, Disabled Community, Blind Seat 
Richard Ray, Deaf Community Seat

Ann Ruth, Mobility Impaired Community, Chair

Sylvia Stadmire, Senior Citizen Community Seat
Brian Winic, Hard of Hearing Community Seat
Non-Voting Liaisons Present:

Tyrone Chin, CPUC, Communications Division (AM Only)
Sharon Albert, CCAF, Director of Operations (interim)
EPAC Committee Members Absent:
Steve Longo, Deaf Community Seat
CPUC Staff Present:

Linda Gustafson, Communications Division

Jonathan Lakritz, Program Manager, Communications Division

CCAF Staff Present:

Shelley Bergum, Chief Executive Officer (PM Only)
Patsy Emerson, Committee Coordinator
Vanessa Flores, Committee Assistant 
John Koste, Equipment Specialist

David Weiss, CRS Department Manager

Mansha Thapa, Business Analyst
Others Present:
Michael Abramowitz, Amplicom

Frances Reyes Acosta, Interviewee

Kenneth Dowling, Interviewee

John Garrett, Attendant to Loretta Moore

Jonathan Gray, Clarity

Sandy Gross, AFCO Electronics

Peggy Rowan, Attendant to Ann Ruth

Ryan Shephard, Attendant to Bapin Bhattacharyya
Thilakavathy Soundararajan, Interviewee
Philip Tamoush, Interviewee

Carsten Trads, Clarity
Jamie Van Den Bergh, Clarity

The Chair of EPAC, Ann Ruth, called the meeting to order at 10:06 AM and welcomed everyone to the meeting. Ann explained that interviews for the Mobility Impaired Community seat on EPAC would take priority during the day’s meeting as well as the majority of the time. Before beginning with items on the Agenda, Ann announced that the meeting would be her last as an EPAC Committee Member, as her term will conclude after the day.  Ann thanked the Committee for all the hard work, the productivity and the fun. She reminded the Committee of the successes and changes EPAC has made throughout her term, such as the start of the Wireless Program and Speech Generating Devices (SGD’s), and the opening of two brand-new service centers in Redding and Santa Barbara. Ann added that she hopes the Committee continues with the good work in the future.
I. Administrative Business

B.
 Agenda Modification and Approval

Patsy Emerson informed the Committee that EPAC candidate, Richard Mickley’s flight was canceled, and he would not be able to make it to his interview. Patsy also informed the Committee that EPAC Committee member, Steve Longo would not be able to attend the meeting and that there is a possibility that Steve may have to withdraw from his position on EPAC all together due to a conflict with his workplace. Patsy suggested the Committee discuss both the rescheduling of Richard Mickley’s interview and Steve Longo’s situation later in the meeting. 


At this time Linda Gustafson thanked Ann Ruth for all of her efforts and reminded the Committee that, when looking for Ann’s replacement to choose a candidate who will not only represent his or her constituency well but will also be a candidate willing to represent the wide range of constituencies that the Program serves. 

A. Introductions

The Committee and audience members introduced themselves. 

B. Review of Minutes from the Previous Meeting


The minutes from February 17, 2012 were approved with two changes. On p. 2-6, line 9, “FCC” was changed to “Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS)” and on line 11, the words, “the proposed interim solution” were added for clarity.
II. EPAC Business
A. Interviews of Candidates for the Deaf and Senior Community Seats


Interview questions were assigned to each member. It was decided that the Committee would begin each interview by introducing themselves and then follow with the questions.
A. Interviews of Candidates for the Mobility Impaired Seat(Continued)

At this time, candidate Kenneth Dowling was interviewed for the Mobility Impaired Seat on the EPAC Committee, followed by candidate Philip Tamoush. 
VIII. Future Meeting Dates 
The Committee discussed whether or not they would have Richard Mickley’s interview at the April EPAC meeting. Loretta Moore suggested that if Steve Longo must resign, that the Committee hold interviews for both seats at the April meeting. Patsy mentioned that it has been a struggle getting anyone to apply for TADDAC’s Deaf Seat which has been advertised for some time now. Patsy added that it may be unlikely that EPAC will receive candidates for the April meeting in less than a month’s time. After more discussion, the Committee agreed to hold Richard Mickley’s interview at the April 5th meeting and Richard Ray agreed to contact Steve Longo directly regarding Steve’s status on the Committee. Richard agreed to report back to the Committee when he has an update. 
Linda reminded the Committee that it is extremely important to bring in new Committee members who have the vision of where technological advances are headed, knowledge of needs of their constituents, and the Program’s core elements. Linda encouraged Committee members to think of friends or acquaintances that may have such qualities and knowledge and to refer them to either of the Committees. 

With time left before the lunch break, the Committee decided to discuss new equipment. Bapin Bhattacharyya mentioned that he joined a listserv where several deaf people with low vision were making their comments about the iPad 3. According to Bapin, there were comments regarding the improvements that low vision persons can make by using the iPad 3. Bapin asked if Mansha Thapa would be willing to look further into the accessibility and the readability of the iPad 3 as the device may be able to be a part of the Wireless Program. Mansha said that she knows that the iPad 3 has double the resolution of the iPad 2 and agreed to conduct more research on the device. 

Bapin also reported that he attended the Cal State Northridge campus two weeks ago and saw two new telephones and two pieces of equipment. The first piece of equipment he saw was the BraillePlus 2nd Generation, made by American Printing House for the Blind. Bapin reported that this device has both a built in Braille piece and 3G service and will be available in April.  These services are not separate from the device therefore making the device easy to use. Because Bluetooth often disconnect with the phone, a seeing person may have to help a deaf/blind person  re-establish the connection. This all-in-one device allows for more independence on behalf of the user. The second piece that Bapin reported on was the Braille 2 Go or B2G made by the National Braille Press. Bapin said that the piece has both pros and cons but it is similar to the BraillePlus 2nd Generation, with built in 3G and an Android operating system. Bapin also mentioned that telephones with built-in Braille display now exist and Mansha may want to explore this option for the Program as well. Lastly, Bapin reported on a device called BrailleSense U2 made by HIMS. This product is compact, equipped with 3G and can be used to access different sites. 
Before the lunch break, Shelley Bergum took a moment to recognize Ann for her leadership on the Committee and to express her appreciation. The Committee celebrated Ann’s years on EPAC with continued praise of Ann by both Committee and audience members and enjoyed baked goods provided by Patsy. 

Lunch 12:20 PM to 1:15 PM


After the lunch break Ann expressed her thanks and the Committee proceeded with the interview process.

A. Interviews of Candidates for the Mobility Impaired Seat (Continued)


At this time, Frances Reyes Acosta was interviewed for the Mobility Impaired Seat on the EPAC Committee, followed by candidate Thilakavathy Soundararajan. 

 After the interviews, Vanessa Flores tallied up the points on the anonymous voting sheets. The Committee decided that they would like to know the results of the day’s interviews despite not choosing the final candidate until after Richard Mickley’s interview at the April meeting. Patsy reported the results to the Committee and the Committee discussed them. The discussion led to the Committee deciding to review the application and the application process in order to ensure that the Program is recruiting individuals who are already informed about the Program, or individuals who will take it upon themselves to become informed about the Program before interviewing with the Committee. 
VI. Election of Officers

With Ann at the end of her term, the Committee set forth to elect a new Committee Chair in addition to a new TADDAC Liaison.  After some time discussing each role, the Committee voted.  
MOTION: Loretta Moore moved that both Brian Winic and Richard Ray act as Co-Chairs of the EPAC Committee. The motion carried.
MOTION: Loretta Moore moved that Sylvia Stadmire act as TADDAC Liaison for the EPAC Committee. The motion carried.
At this time, Jonathan Laktritz and Linda presented Ann with a certificate in recognition for and in gratitude of Ann’s dedicated, exemplary work for the EPAC Committee as well as the citizens of California. Jonathan praised Ann for her ability to maintain focus and lead the group and added that he believes he speaks for everyone when he says that the citizens of California have benefited from Ann’s participation in the Program. The certificate was signed by both Shelley Bergum and Jonathan Lakritz. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM 
These minutes were prepared by Vanessa Flores.


