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Telecommunications Access for the Deaf and Disabled

Administrative Committee (TADDAC)
June 29, 2012
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program, Main Office

1333 Broadway St., Suite 500, Oakland, CA 94612
The Telecommunications Access for the Deaf and Disabled Administrative Committee (TADDAC) held its monthly meeting at the Deaf and Disabled Telecommunications Program (DDTP) main office in Oakland, California.  
TADDAC Members Present:
Kathleen Barrett, Disabled Community - Mobility Impaired Seat, Chair

Nancy Hammons, Late-Deafened Community Seat, Vice Chair
Alik Lee, Division of Ratepayer Advocates Seat

Tommy Leung, Disabled Community - Blind/Low Vision Seat

Colette Noble, Hard of Hearing Community Seat 

TADDAC Members Absent:
Jax Levesque, Deaf Community Seat
Kevin Siemens, Disabled Community - Speech-to-Speech User Seat 

TADDAC Non-Voting Liaisons Present:

Shelley Bergum, CCAF Chief Executive Officer


Linda Gustafson, CPUC Communications Division

CCAF Staff Present:

Vanessa Flores, Committee Assistant

David Weiss, CRS Relay Services Department Manager

Others Present:
Otis Hopkins, Attendant to Tommy Leung

Chair, Kathleen Barrett, called the meeting to order at 3:02 pm
Minutes of the May 18, 2012 TADDAC Meeting
The minutes of the May 18th meeting were approved with the following corrections:
The date at the top of the page was changed to May 18, 2012.

The word “appointed” on page 3, lines 24 and 25 was changed to “elected”.  

On page 3, lines 19 and 25, the word Co-Chair was changed to “Vice Chair”. 
Page 7 lines 3 through 7 were changed to the following: “Tommy added that the disability community has people with all different types of qualifications and expertise and if any department of the state wants this to be representative of this community, it has to realize that relegating these skilled people to an entry level program, like the LEAP program, is a nice start but not a long term solution.”
Review of Action Items
Previous Action Item #35: Committee members to assist CRS Vendor outreach efforts by sending information on community events to David Weiss. 

Nancy reported that there will be a community senior fair in Hayward sometime in August and that it might be a good time to have a Spanish speaking CTAP representative present. Shelley said she will ensure CTAP has a booth at the event. Colette reported that she will send David a list of how to make meetings more accessible and accommodating for deaf and hard of hearing persons. David also thanked Tommy for event information he provided last month.
Previous Action Item #49: Tommy and Nancy will act as the point persons for TADDAC and provide comments on both Committees’ Program priorities that are expected to have budget implications and submit the document to the CPUC by the end of June.
Tommy and Nancy both worked to complete the document and the document was approved by both Committees through a Motion. The document will be submitted to the CPUC on July 2nd. This item was closed. 

Unfinished Business
Nancy asked Shelley if the Committee will need to begin planning for the New Member Orientation or if CCAF staff will take care of it. Shelley said that the orientation is planned for the fall but that the event still needs to be approved by the CPUC and a date needs to be chosen. Shelley added that member seats in both TADDAC and EPAC still need to be filled and if they are all filled in October or the beginning of November then the orientation can take place in November. 
Review of Committee Member Projects and Priorities for 2012  


Shelley asked Vanessa Flores for an update on Bummy’s seat which TADDAC agreed would be a seat representing Veterans or Service Members or users of Spanish DDTP services. Vanessa said that only one application has been received so far. Shelley said that if TADDAC receives more applicants for the open seats, it may be possible to hold a meeting in August so that interviews can be conducted. Shelley suggested that TADDAC extend the deadlines for their open seats.

Motion: Nancy moved that TADDAC extend their open seat deadlines until August 1st. The motion carried. 
Member Reports  

Nancy reported that the Association for Late Deafened Adults (ALDA) has announced they will have their convention in New Mexico next year alongside Telecommunications for the Deaf Incorporated (TDI). David Weiss mentioned that TDI focuses on telecommunications issues for the deaf, such as captioning issues or relay issues. 

Colette reported that she is working on providing captioning for the theater, Three Stages, at Folsom Lake College as previously accomplished at a Sacramento community theater. Colette added that several hearing people are responding positively to the captions as well, saying that they often “miss things” especially where accents are involved. 
Report from the CPUC

Penney Legakis informed the Committee that Linda Gustafson asked her to make the CPUC report on her behalf. Penney reported that the Communication Division’s (CD) main focus has been on Visually Assisted Speech to Speech (VASTS) and working with the providers to make sure everything is running smoothly with the service. Penney reported that so far, the response has been good and encouraging for all involved with the project. 
Penney also informed the Committee that the CPUC will be releasing a draft of their budget resolution in July. She added that the final draft will be up for vote by the Commission in August.

Alik Lee reported that the definition for basic service will likely be delayed for a while longer as one of the commissioners will be writing an alternate. Penney thanked Alik for his information regarding the definition and told the Committee that they will be updated on the issue as soon as there is a new development.

As a final note, Colette Noble said the following to Kathleen in regards to this meeting being her final meeting as a TADDAC member: 

“Kathleen, I can’t imagine how many people have been blessed by the fact that you’ve been on the Committee and made so many things happen for people. That’s a real honor. I hope to do the same.”

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm. 
These minutes were prepared by Vanessa Flores.

